Recognition of AIDS by health personnel in rural south-Rwanda.
The ability of rural health personnel to recognise AIDS related symptoms and signs according to the WHO clinical case definition (CCD) and its modified Rwandan version was tested in 4141 clinically suspected cases in South-Rwanda. The sensitivities of these CCDs for AIDS in adults were 33% (36%), the specificities 78% (76%), and the positive predictive values (ppv) 46%. For AIDS in children the sensitivities of the CCDs were 13% (16%), the specificities 94% (90%), and the ppv 44% (38%). While the specificities did not differ from those found in studies conducted by trained physicians, the low sensitivities and predictive values demand improvement of the training of the health personnel to diagnose AIDS related symptoms and signs, especially where laboratory tests are not available.